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May X, 2015 

 
The Honorable Chuck Grassley    The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 

Chairman       Ranking Member 

Senate Committee on the Judiciary     Senate Committee on the Judiciary  
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building     224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  

Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20510  
 

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Leahy:  

 
As Congress considers legislation related to the U.S. patent system, our organizations, which 

represent millions of patients across the country, are prepared to work with you to strengthen our 

current patent system to foster an environment ripe for innovation and investment.  We believe that 
any legislative reforms should maintain a strong and secure patent system that recognizes the rights 

of legitimate patent owners and addresses the new forms of abuses that have emerged in both the 
courts and at the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office (PTO).  

 

As you well know, changes to our current patent laws will have a direct impact on the development 
of new therapies and treatments for the millions of patients we represent who suffer from conditions 

for which there remain substantial unmet medical needs.  Patents are critical to the drug development 

process, and strong and reliable patents are the fundamental basis upon which investment in new 
therapies and treatment occurs.   

 

In 2011, Congress enacted the America Invents Act, which created a new system by which a person 
or entity can challenge patents at the PTO.  The PTO has implemented the system in such a way that 

it is now easier to invalidate patents than in district court.  We are concerned that this will cause the 
value of patents to diminish and as a result, investment in new treatments for patients could possibly 

suffer. 

 
Further, if a patent’s value can be easily diminished or challenged on a broad range of grounds at any 

time during the long drug development process, we fear that it will be even more difficult to secure 

financing for therapeutic developments.  The risks that already exist in drug development make it an 
uncertain investment, forcing many nonprofit organizations to find other ways to drive money into 

the early stages of translational research, proof of concept, and even early phases of clinical trials.  
We respectfully ask that Congress address these issues in any comprehensive legislation to ensure the 

system is balanced. 

 
We believe that legislative reforms should strengthen the patent system so that promising early stage 

research can continue to secure the support necessary to advance through the drug development 

process.  We appreciate your efforts to date, and we look forward to working with you to ensure that 
any reforms are consistent with these principles.     

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

cc: Members, Senate Committee on the Judiciary  

 
 



DRAFT 

 

May X, 2015 
 

The Honorable Bob Goodlatte   The Honorable John Conyers 

Chairman     Ranking Member 
House Committee on the Judiciary    House Committee on the Judiciary  

2138 Rayburn House Office Building   B-351 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510   Washington, DC 20510  

 

Dear Chairman Goodlatte and Ranking Member Conyers:  
 

As Congress considers legislation related to the U.S. patent system, our organizations, which 

represent millions of patients across the country, are prepared to work with you to strengthen our 
current patent system to foster an environment ripe for innovation and investment.  We believe that 

any legislative reforms should maintain a strong and secure patent system that recognizes the rights 
of legitimate patent owners and addresses the new forms of abuses that have emerged in both the 

courts and at the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office (PTO).  

 
As you well know, changes to our current patent laws will have a direct impact on the development 

of new therapies and treatments for the millions of patients we represent who suffer from conditions 

for which there remain substantial unmet medical needs.  Patents are critical to the drug development 
process, and strong and reliable patents are the fundamental basis upon which investment in new 

therapies and treatment occurs.   

 
In 2011, Congress enacted the America Invents Act, which created a new system by which a person 

or entity can challenge patents at the PTO.  The PTO has implemented the system in such a way that 
it is now easier to invalidate patents than in district court.  We are concerned that this will cause the 

value of patents to diminish and as a result, investment in new treatments for patients could possibly 

suffer. 
 

Further, if a patent’s value can be easily diminished or challenged on a broad range of grounds at any 

time during the long drug development process, we fear that it will be even more difficult to secure 
financing for therapeutic developments.  The risks that already exist in drug development make it an 

uncertain investment, forcing many nonprofit organizations to find other ways to drive money into 
the early stages of translational research, proof of concept, and even early phases of clinical trials.  

We respectfully ask that Congress address these issues in any comprehensive legislation to ensure the 

system is balanced. 
 

We believe that legislative reforms should strengthen the patent system so that promising early stage 

research can continue to secure the support necessary to advance through the drug development 
process.  We appreciate your efforts to date, and we look forward to working with you to ensure that 

any reforms are consistent with these principles.     

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 

 
cc: Members, House Committee on the Judiciary 


