
Medical Progress NOW 
 D 
The Price of Wasted Time is Too High 

 

Medical research saves lives; the lack of it wastes time.  Yet funding for the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the 
world’s top investor in noncommercial medical research, is lower today than it was in 2012.  Getting back on track will 
not be easy in this budget climate, but poll after poll shows that Americans want more medical research, not less.   As 
the FY 15 budget process moves forward, Congress can take action NOW to reprioritize federal spending based on the 
goals Americans think are important.  Faster medical progress is one of those goals.   Please make up for lost time and 
allocate at least $32 billion to NIH-funded research in FY 15.   
 

Flat Funding Undercuts NIH Purchasing Power 
• Between 2003 and 2013, funding for NIH declined in 

real terms by 22%.  
• The 2013 sequester hit NIH-funded medical research 

particularly hard, preventing the advancement of 640 
different research projects and barring 750 new 
patients from the NIH Clinical Center. 

• Stagnant budgets have limited NIH funding for young 
scientists – America’s future innovators. As of 2010, 
only 3% of NIH-supported investigators were under 
the age of 36. 

 

NIH Funding Saves Lives and Bolsters the Economy 

• NIH-funded research was critical to reducing deaths from heart disease by over 70% from 1950 to 2008 and 
increasing the 5-year survival rate of childhood cancer from 61% to approximately 80% between 1975 and 2004.  

• Harnessing public-private partnerships, NIH-funded research has led to the discovery of over 1,000 risk factors 
for diseases like Alzheimer’s and dementia. Translating these findings into novel clinical therapies could save an 
estimated $1 trillion by 2050. 

• NIH funds breakthrough technologies. For example, individuals with paralysis regained movement when a 
stimulator was implanted into their lower spines.  Further research and development in this area could 
dramatically improve the lives of millions of Americans. 

• NIH-funded research has put a universal flu vaccine within our sights. It is estimated that such a vaccine would 
save the United States at least $87 billion per year. 
 

There is an Urgent Need to Fund Medical Progress  

• The U.S. Gross Domestic Product is projected to decrease by $200 billion in the next several years due to 
sequestration’s cuts to science and innovation, while China has increased its investment in medical progress by 
seven-fold. 

• Eighty-five percent of Americans polled are concerned about the impact of stagnant funding on medical 
research and over 50% believe Congress is not sufficiently focused on combating deadly diseases. 

 
RECOMMIT TO RESEARCH IN FISCAL YEAR 2015. AMERICA NEEDS MEDICAL PROGRESS NOW! 

www.researchamerica.org  
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