
March 10, 2014 
 
Rep. Devin Nunes 
1013 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Nunes, 
 
On behalf of the undersigned organizations representing biomedical researchers, innovators, physicians, 
nurses, community health centers and patients in California, we want to applaud you for your continued 
support of Medicare patients and their access to vital, often lifesaving, health care services.  Your 
opposition to cuts in the Medicare Part B drug reimbursement formula is making a difference in the lives 
and well-being of many of our most frail and vulnerable citizens. 
 
This struggle to maintain accessible medications and a viable cancer care network continues.  
Sequestration cuts are already having an impact on the ability of physicians to meet the therapy needs of 
their Medicare patients, with some physicians reporting they are losing money on some drugs.  As 
Congress continues to confront budget deficits and looks for ways to reduce federal spending, the cuts to 
Medicare Part B drug reimbursements that have been proposed in the past (specifically cuts to the 
Average Sales Price plus six percent formula) may be re-proposed.  The health care sector has an 
important role in fiscal responsibility, but the minimal savings gained from Part B drug reimbursement 
reductions pales in comparison to the harm that could be done to seriously ill seniors and to our health 
care system. 
 
Due in part to already low reimbursement rates, we have seen nearly 290 community-based cancer 
clinics closed over the past six years.  More than 400 other centers indicate they are facing financial 
pressures.  Additional cuts in reimbursement on top of the sequestration cuts could lead to an increase in 
the number of physicians who cannot afford to offer chemotherapy and other critical treatments, as well 
as more community-based health centers ceasing operations.  Such closures of community-based cancer 
and infusions centers would hurt all patients, not just Medicare beneficiaries.   
 
The Average Sales Price plus six percent formula for Medicare Part B drugs has already produced 
significant savings for the government.  Those savings could evaporate if deeper cuts make drugs more 
inaccessible for very ill patients and more arthritis, Hepatitis and cancer sufferers have to receive their 
medications in more expensive hospital settings instead of their physician's office. 
 
Again, we appreciate your leadership and continued support on this critically important issue.  We 

understand the difficult decisions you must make in order to bring federal spending under control, but 

the infinitesimal dent in the federal deficit that would be gained from a Medicare Part B payment cut is 

not worth damaging our nation’s cancer treatment system, keeping treatment from arthritis sufferers or 

harming the well-being of seniors battling serious illnesses. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

José Luis González 

Executive Director 

Association of Northern California Oncologists 

 

 
Mariana Lamb 
Executive Director 
Medical Oncology Association of Southern California, 
Inc.  



  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Todd Gillenwater 

Senior Vice President, Public Policy 

California Healthcare Institute (CHI) 

 

Gary R. Feldman, MD 
President 
California Rheumatology Alliance 
 

 

   
John Kehoe 

President 

California Senior Advocates League 

 

Bill Remak 

Chairman 

California Hepatitis C Task Force 

 

 

Seth Ginsberg 

President 

Global Health Living Foundation  

 

 

 

Tiffany Westrich 

President 

International Autoimmune Arthritis Movement 

(IAAM) 

 
Scott Suckow 

Vice President of Community Partnerships 

Mental Health Systems 

 

 

Bill Remak 

Chairman 

National Association of Hepatitis Task Forces 

 

Liz Helms 

Liz Helms 

President 

California Chronic Care Coalition 

 

 

Bill Bro 

Survivor & CEO 

Kidney Cancer Association 


