
 

Ask Your Candidates! 
Sample Questions and Tweets 
 d 
While the best questions for candidates are ones that reflect your own priorities and beliefs, here are some sample 
questions and facts to get you started. The longer questions may work better for town halls, in-district meetings or 
other in-person encounters, while the shorter questions may be good for emails, Facebook and other social media. 

Emails, Facebook Posts, Tweets 
 Where does speeding up medical progress fit among your priorities for Congress? 

 Is speeding up medical progress a high priority for you? 

 How will you encourage innovations that improve the health of Americans? 

 Does Congress assign a high enough priority to speeding up medical progress? 

 Does Congress do enough to combat disabling and deadly diseases? 

 Does Congress do enough to support science that leads to treatments and cures? 

 Is enough medical research done on ways to empower wounded warriors? 

 Is research to improve the way our health care system works important? 

 Government investment in medical research is dropping. Do you think that’s right? 

 Most private-sector medical research occurs in the United States. Should keeping it here be a priority? 

 Medical research creates jobs and exports. Do you think Congress cares enough about this? 

 What will you do to accelerate medical progress? 

 Should the federal government invest more, less or nothing in medical research? 

 Is Congress doing enough to incentivize private-sector medical innovation? 

 Medical progress wouldn’t happen without both government- and private-sector funded research. Will 
speeding medical progress be a goal for you? 

 Do you think it’s important for America to maintain its global scientific leadership?  

Town Halls. Meetings, etc. 
 Government has been investing in medical progress for more than a century, but funding has slipped over 

the last decade. What should Congress do next? 

 Congress makes decisions about intellectual property, the speed of access to new medical treatments, tax 
incentives for research and development and other policies that affect private-sector medical innovation.  
Do you think incentivizing medical progress in this way should be a higher congressional priority? 

 Do you think funding for medical research and policies that accelerate private-sector medical innovation 
are being treated as a high enough priority in Congress? 

 Federally funded medical research saves lives and drives local economies, but I realize that Congress also 
has to worry about balancing the budget.  Do you think medical research could be a solution to rising 
health care costs which contribute to our deficit?  

 I know that to bring down the deficit, Congress can either cut annual spending on things that are 
considered “discretionary,” such as medical research, education and national defense, or reform taxes 
and entitlements like Medicare and Medicaid. So far, the only thing Congress has really done is to cut 
discretionary spending. If you’re elected, on what will you focus your attention? 

Quick Facts: 
 The budget for the National Institutes of Health, the world’s leading funder of noncommercial medical 



research, is lower today than it was in 2010. 

 Total federal support for basic research has steadily declined over the last decade from 1.11% of the 
federal budget in 2005 to just .82% in 2014.  

 Because businesses can’t attract investors for pre-commercial science, Americans have traditionally 
devoted about 1 percent of their health care tax dollars to financing basic research at universities, 
hospitals and other research institutions across the country. 

 Two-thirds of Americans say that Candidates should assign a high priority to funding medical research. 

 Seventy-four percent of Americans feel that it is important to know whether their candidates for 
Congress are supportive of scientific and medical research. 

 


